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About this Document  

 
In Spring 2021, staff and the development community recognized the need to provide a greater level of design guidance for the 

implementation of the Tysons Community Circuit (Circuit), a planned 4.75 mile recreational trail loop in Tysons. A Circuit Work 

Group was formed, with membership comprised primarily of Tysons Core Team members (staff) and Tysons Partnership 

representatives (private sector).  

 

This document is a product of the Work Groupôs collaborative efforts and provides design implementation guidance based on 

current urban recreational trail best practices, focusing on segments of the Circuit that redevelopment will implement. This is a 

working document and subject to refinement to reflect conditions along the Circuit where redevelopment is not contemplated 

and to ensure the best outcomes for the Circuit as a recreational trail and placemaking element in Tysons.  
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 Tysons Community Circuit  

The Tysons Community Circuit (Circuit) is envisioned as a multimodal 

recreational trail loop that connects parks, civic uses, and major points of 

interest. This hallmark trail, the first of its kind in Fairfax County, will 

provide placemaking and economic opportunities. A proposed conceptual 

Circuit alignment, provided in the 2014 Tysons Park System Concept 

Plan, is shown on the page opposite.  

 

The Circuit is planned along existing and future grid streets. The 

implementation strategy in the Tysons Park System Concept Plan 

describes properties along the planned route that will build the Circuit as 

part of their redeveloped streetscape section. In locations where 

redevelopment is not anticipated, segments of the Circuit could be 

constructed with public funds, grants, or through public-private 

partnerships.  

 

Guiding Principles/Goals  

 

The purpose of the Tysons Community Circuit Design Guidance is to 

provide intuitive wayfinding across the entire 4.75 miles by establishing a 

consistent palette of common design elements.  Signage and branding 

will be established as part of a Tysons-wide wayfinding package. 

 

The Circuit will connect developments, civic and cultural spaces,  

recreational opportunities, and other destinations that serve as activity 

nodes along the route. 

It is critical to provide safe, comfortable, and well marked crossings at the 

two locations where the Circuit crosses the Capital Beltway (I-495); 

Leesburg Pike (Route 7), and Chain Bridge Road (Route 123). Lastly, 

connecting the Circuit to other trail systems, including the W&OD Trail, is 

important for implementing the Tysonsô vision. Potential linkages are 

labelled as ñPlanned Tysons Trailsò in the map opposite.  

 

The Circuit is described further in these documents: 

 

¶ Tysons Park System Concept Plan: Tysons Park System Concept 

Plan (fairfaxcounty.gov)  

¶ Tysons Comprehensive Plan: 2017 Edition of the Comprehensive 

Plan - Tysons Urban Center 2-23-2021 (fairfaxcounty.gov)  

¶ Tysons Urban Design Guidelines: tysons_udg.pdf (fairfaxcounty.gov)  

 

Common Design Elements  

 

Developments containing portions of the Circuit should incorporate the 

following common design elements:  

 

¶ Paving 

¶ Intersections 

¶ Crosswalks 

¶ Site Furnishings 

¶ Wayfinding Signage 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/tysons/sites/tysons/files/assets/documents/tysonsparksystem_cp_102214.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/tysons/sites/tysons/files/assets/documents/tysonsparksystem_cp_102214.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/sites/planning-development/files/assets/documents/comprehensiveplan/planhistoric/2017/area2/tysons/2-23-2021.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-development/sites/planning-development/files/assets/documents/comprehensiveplan/planhistoric/2017/area2/tysons/2-23-2021.pdf
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/tysons/sites/tysons/files/assets/documents/pdf/urban%20design/tysons_udg.pdf
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Tysons Community Circuit  

Map provided by Fairfax County Park Authority, September 2021. 


